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DEACON’S GALAXY 

Deacon’s Galaxy – June 2022 

As I write this, it is Pentecost. We celebrate the 

coming of the Holy Spirit. We celebrate, in a sense, 

the birthday of the Church. Some could argue other 

dates of significance for that, like the Annunciation. 

But generally, today is accepted as the beginning of 

the actual mission of the church. 

Pentecost is so very significant for other reasons 

though. One needs only to look at the reading 

proscribed for the day. At the Vigil, the first reading 

is taken from the Book of Genesis. It is the story of 

the Tower of Babel and how, in order to confound the 

people, God confuses the languages. Why would he 

do that? Well, the answer is not so evident in the 

English. But if you look at the original Hebrew, the 

word for “tower” is “migdal” which means, not just 

tower, but a military tower, one used for sieges. So, 

the actual act is that the people are storming Heaven 

and are trying to be like God. 

The first reading in the Mass of the day is from the 

Acts of the Apostles recounting the descent of the 

Holy Spirit. Famously, the Apostles emerge from the 

Upper Room and all the people gathered from so 

many different cultures and languages are able to 

understand what they are teaching. Because sin has 

been defeated by the Blood of Jesus, the Holy Spirit 

can return unity for the glory of God and not for His 

conquest. 

This unity, present in that reading, is something we 

are in desperate need of today. We need a binding 

force that will draw us together. We do not have to 

agree on all things, but we do need to be united for 

the common good. People no longer seem to be 

listening to the Holy Spirit. They seem to want to hear 

only the spirit of the world. We need to pray that the 

Holy Spirit will come once again upon our world and 

renew its face. But, as has been noted recently, prayer 

is not enough. We need to act. We need to act in 

compassion and, at times, in outrage, at what we see 

happening in our world. 

Somewhere along the line when we missed the 

promise of the Holy Spirit, we also missed the only 

Commandment that Jesus gives in John’s Gospel: 

LOVE ONE ANOTHER 

GRAND KNIGHT’S GALAXY 

    Worthy Brothers All: 

The warm weather has finally arrived and so has our 

sixth annual Rege Reinersmann Golf Outing which is 

on June 11th. As I write this column, I am pleased to 

report that we have over 100 golfers and 42-hole 

sponsors. By the time the event happens hopefully, 

those numbers will climb. Special thanks to Brothers 

Anthony Pulleo, Matt Valentine, Mark Jacob and 

PGK Pete Bobich. 
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Congratulations to Brother Bill Mulkerin who 

received his second and third degree on June 1st. It 

would really be great if our remaining 18 brothers 

would take their degrees. With the new format the 

exemplifications can be completed in thirty minutes 

and if you cannot/do not want to take it in person you 

can do it virtually. Please contact me for details. You 

can reach me at 412-848-7012 or ronmorra@aol.com. 

Imagine, our council with 128 3rd degree Knights. 

That would be AWSOME! 

 

Brother Greg Blake has another Tootsie Roll drive set 

for June 11th at the Kuhn's market in Turtle Creek. 

 

Don't forget that election for officers will be held on 

Monday June 27th. If you are interested in running 

for office, please contact Brother Bill Mulkerin. 

Remember, nominations for office are accepted right 

up to the election. Any 3rd degree Knight is eligible 

for nomination. 

 

I had the pleasure of meeting our new seminarian to 

our Parish and sponsorship, Nick Wytiaz. Nick is 

excited being at the parish this summer and is looking 

forward to attending our meetings since he is a 

Brother Knight. 

 

Hoping to see you all at the June 27th meeting. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Ron Morra 

 

TREASURER’S GALAXY 

 

Our treasurer, Bro. Paul Fabrizio, 

submits the following report for the month of May 

2022:  $20,993.98 prior bank balance, $6,456.85 

income, $3,362.78 expenses, $24,088.05 balance, 

$3,882.85 committed funds, $20,205.20 funds 

available.   

 

The Bishop’s Project balance in our treasury stands at 

$3,882.85 and that represents our committed funds.   

 

Over the past month, the Council made the following  

donations: $300.00 – Seminarian Stephen Wetzel; 

$300.00 – Seminarian Xavier Engle; $300.00 – 

Seminarian Chris McMullen; $300.00 – Seminarian 

Brian Myler; $300.00 – Seminarian Anthony 

Pampena; $300.00 – Seminarian – Nick Wytiaz; 

$132.00 – Cross Catholic Outreach; $50 - MDA. Our 

total for the 2021-22 fiscal year stands at $15,775.43. 

This total does not reflect any Bishop Project funds.  

 

THE BISHOP’S PROJECT 

           

As noted in the Treasurer’s section above, there is 

now $3,882.85 in our account. Adding to our total 

this past month was a Tootsie Roll Drive held on May 

14, 2022, at the Wilkins Shop & Save where we 

collected $691.70. A special Knights thank you is 

extended to our chairman, Bro. Greg Blake for his 

great efforts and to all those brothers who volunteered 

to collect the funds. This certainly was a very 

successful drive.  

 

Bro. Greg Blake has established June 11, 2022, at the 

Kuhn’s on Beulah Road as our next drive. He has 

informed us that there are enough volunteers to 

handle the three shifts. If you have any questions, 

please contact Bro. Blake at  

melgregjoel1700@verizon.net    

 

We also hope to raise substantial sums through the 

Christmas Seals Drive. In the past, some of our 

members have made direct donations to the project or 

have donated through our treasury. Hopefully that 

practice will continue.  

 

If you would like to make a personal donation to the 

project, brothers may go to the web site at 

http://www.bishopsprojectkofc.org/donate to make a  

financial donation and note that you are from Council 

4925. You may also send your donation directly to 

Gary L. Williard, BP Treasurer, 54 Florence Dr., 

Pittsburgh, PA 15220. 

 

mailto:melgregjoel1700@verizon.net
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 

Elections will be held at the meeting on June 27,2022. 

The offices are: Grand Knight, Deputy Grand Knight, 

Chancellor, Recorder, Treasurer, 3 year trustee, Inside 

Guard, Outside Guard, Warden and Advocate. There 

will also be election of 3 members to the Pgh. 

Chapter. 

 

KNIGHT AT THE RACES – RECAP 

 

This year’s Knight at the Races held on Friday, April 

29, 2022, at the Lourdes Center was a financial 

success for the Council. Our income was $18,921.15 

and our expenses were $9,287.69. This gave us a 

profit of $9,633.46. This was the highest profit of any 

of the five races we have held. A very special thank 

you is extended to our chairman, Bro. Tim Jacob, for 

making all of arrangements for us to have a wonderful 

time and a wonderful time it was. Special thanks are 

also extended to all the brothers who helped along 

with a couple of non-brothers with the many activities 

that had to be performed to make it a success (you 

know who you are). We also extend a huge thank you 

to all who made donations to our basket auction. I do 

not have all the names, but you know who you are. 

There were 262 paid attendees to the event. This 

proved to be a very fun evening and all who attended 

had a great time.  

 

Believe it or not, Bro. Jacob has set next year’s 

Knight at the Races for Friday, January 27, 2023.  

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 

As noted in the Grand Knight’ section, the Knights of 

Columbus PIUS XII Council 4925 annual Golf 

Outing is set for Saturday, June 11, 2022, at 

Murrysville Golf Course and we have over 100 

golfers and 42-hole sponsors. This year’s outing is 

being chaired by Bro. Anthony Pulleo with co-chairs, 

Bro. Matt Valentine, Bro. Mark Jacob and PGK Pete 

Bobich. Tee off time is 10:00 am with a shot-gun 

scramble. Dinner should be around 4:00 pm. Our 

hope is that the weatherman and Mother Nature are 

kind to us.   

TUITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (TAP 

SCHOLARSHIPS) 

Here is your opportunity to get some extra funds to 

help pay your Catholic School tuition bill. TEN 

tuition reimbursement awards of $500 each will be 

made to children and grandchildren of Council 

members of the 3rd Degree who are in good standing 

for the coming school year. To enter, mail application 

forms, one for each child attending a Catholic 

elementary (kindergarten included) or high school, for 

the 2022-2023 school year. The deadline is June 30, 

2022. In July, 10 names will be selected by random 

drawing. Each Knight whose child or grandchild is 

selected will be notified and asked to submit 

verification of attendance. Once verification is 

received, a tuition assistance check will be mailed 

directly to each of the winners' Catholic Schools. 

Eligibility is limited to daughters, granddaughters, 

sons, and grandsons of 3rd Degree K of C members 

from Council 4925 in good standing (dues current). 

Selected or not, daughters, granddaughters, sons, and 

grandsons of K of C members can reapply next year 

and every year they are enrolled in a Catholic School. 

Those selected can participate again in the future, but 

only one member of a family be selected each year. 

Call Brother John Prazenica at 724-814-6816 if you 

have questions or require additional information. 

Application forms are available with this Compass 

Newsletter, on our website under News & 

Announcements (www.kofc4925.org) and at the 

meetings in June. Complete and mail applications to: 

K of C TAP Program, 316 Nelson Drive, 

Monroeville, PA. Applications must be post-marked 

by June 30, 2022, or email to japraz@gmail.com  

UKRAINE SOLIDARITY FUND 

Your gift today will provide temporary shelter, food, 

medical supplies, clothing, communications, and 

religious supplies. These items will all be  

mailto:japraz@gmail.com
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immediately distributed, and 100% of your gift will 

go directly to these displaced people. Join us today 

in supporting Ukraine Solidarity Fund! Please 

prayerfully consider how you can contribute to this 

effort. Your gift of any amount will go a long way 

in helping or brothers and sisters. Together, we can 

bring Christ's healing love to a wounded world. 

To make your donation by credit card, please 

complete the secure form below. If you wish to make 

a payment by check, please make your check out to 

"Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc." and write 

"Ukraine Solidarity Fund" in the memo line. Then, 

please mail your check to: Knights of Columbus 

Charities, Inc., P.O. Box 1966, New Haven, CT, 

06510-1966. 

You can make your gift on-line at Join us today in 
supporting Ukraine Solidarity Fund (kofc.org) 

Clay Bossart  

COAL RAFFLE TICKETS 

 

The raffle occurred on May 13, 2022. Bro. Robert 

Harrill, a member of our Council, joined the Knights 

in 1958. Who knows how many books of tickets he 

may have purchased over the past 64 years? Well, it 

finally paid off as he won the 6th place prize of $5,000 

this year. Congratulations are extended to Bro. 

Harrill. Maybe he has now broken even  

 

COUNCIL DUES 

 

Our financial secretary, Bro. Ross Zappa, has mailed 

out the request for payment of 2022 dues. If you have 

responded to the request, we thank you very much. If 

not, please submit your dues in the amount of $24 to 

Bro. Ross Zappa, 386 Willow Hedge Dr., 

Monroeville, PA 15146.  

 

OUR INSURANCE AGENT 

 

I believe we have a new field agent. I received a post 

card from David McIntosh, FIC, Assistance General  

Agent, who can be reached at 724-373-8881 or email 

david.mcintosh@kofc.org. Remember our agents are 

here to serve us. The Knights of Columbus enjoy the 

highest rating from A.M. Best.  

 

WEB SITE   WWW.KofC4925.ORG    

 

Bro. John Prazenica does a fantastic job in  

keeping the site current. So, add prayer requests, read 

old issues of The Compass dating back to 2006, have  

access to the chairmen of our various projects and  

find links to various sites of interest. The News & 

Announcements and the Events Calendar are updated 

and changed regularly so bookmark this site so you 

may visit it regularly. Recently the minutes of our  

meeting and the treasurer report have been added to 

the site. A very big Knights thank you is  

extended to Bro. John Prazenica, for all his hard work 

and time spent in maintaining the site.  

 

GOOD & WELFARE 

 

The next general meeting of the council is set for June 

27, 2022. An officer meeting is set for June 13, 2022. 

Brothers are encouraged to attend all meetings.  

 

The 4th degree that was scheduled for Erie on June 11, 

2022, has been cancelled.  

 

Requesting of the color guard for the funeral of a 

brother is now being handled by Bro. Jim Fisher. He 

can be reached at 412-704-7761 or email to 

jsf050847@gmail.com  

 

On Aug. 6, 2022, there will be a dedication of the 

Bocce Courts at Larry Mills Park in Plum. Close 

friends of our beloved deceased Bro. Paul DeSabato 

(they grew up in the Morningside section of the city) 

will be dedicating a plaque in his honor at the site.  

 

The Council has received thank you notes from 

Seminarian Stephen Wetzel, Seminarian Chris 

McMullen, Seminarian Anthony Pampena, 

Seminarian Brian Myler, and Seminarian Nick 

Wytiaz for our financial support of their journeys to  

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kofc.org%2Fsecure%2Fen%2Fdonate%2Fukraine.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5d2b9b1cecd14886f3bc08da011681d9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637823493425180005%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=qiap00XyCuzNu5eu%2Bq3CGkgoZqTv%2Fq%2FxPZWE%2BorFZB0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kofc.org%2Fsecure%2Fen%2Fdonate%2Fukraine.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5d2b9b1cecd14886f3bc08da011681d9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637823493425180005%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=qiap00XyCuzNu5eu%2Bq3CGkgoZqTv%2Fq%2FxPZWE%2BorFZB0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:david.mcintosh@kofc.org
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the priesthood. We also received a thank you form the 

Lorraine Sepp Medical Fund for our recent donation. 

 

A special Knights thank you is extended to Bro. Mike 

O’Donnell for his support of the movie “In Search of 

Mary” which was held at the Oaks Theatre on My 25, 

2022.  

 

Bro. Dave Fennessy, our Deputy Grand Knight, 

attended the recent State Convention and he reported 

at the meeting on May 22, 2022 that all went well and 

there were no controversies.  

 

Next time you travel to St. Bernadette Church you 

will note that the water run-off problem has been 

repaired. Well, the Parish may be asking 4925 Inc. to 

help in the payment of the cost of the repairs.  

 

The Pope has ruled that the closings of the four 

churches in our Parish was done correctly. This 

means that the buildings can now be put up for sale. 

Fr. Mike and Deacon Mike will be taking stock of all 

items over the next few weeks.  

 

This year’s Columbus Dinner is scheduled for 

Sunday, October 9, 2023, at the Doubletree in 

Warrendale.  

 

Bro. Ed McDermott oversees sending get well wishes 

to brothers who may be experiencing sickness.  

If you know of anyone who is sick, please contact  

him at 412-823-6393 or email at 

edwardmcdermott70@gmail.com and he will send get 

well wishes for our Council.  

 

If you are a veteran of our military services or you  

know of a veteran who needs physical or mental 

health, please call the VA Help Line at 1-800- 

273-8255.   

 

The Council still has many magnets. If you would 

like to purchase a He Is Risen Magnet or  

a Keep Christ in Christmas Magnet, please contact  

our chairman, Bro. Robert Schnelbach at 412-915-

9075 or email to schnels@verizon.net  Magnets make 

a nice gift. 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed at the 

meeting on Apr. 25, 2022, to leave names on the sick 

and deceased lists for 60 days. After that time, the 

names will be removed.  Of course, a name can 

always be re-submitted to the list.  

 

The winner of the 50/50 drawing on May 23, 2022, 

was Bro. Rick Varlotta. He took home $37.  

 

NECROLOGY FOR JUNE 

 

Remembering Our Deceased Brothers 

June 1, 2019 Dominic A. Di Ninno                        

June 5, 1985 John G. Gill, Jr.                                 

June 7, 2001 Edmond Rossetti                               

June 7, 2010 Robert F. Reed                                   

June 8, 2019 Thomas J. Delaney                                 

June 20, 1985 John Molchan                                  

June 27, 1982 John Tokar                                       

June 28, 2018 Angelo A. Butera                             

June 1996 William B. Dwyer 

Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may  

perpetual light shine upon them! May their souls and  

the souls of all our dearly departed brothers rest in  

peace. 

 

SICK LIST: Rick Varlotta, Olive Reese, Fr. Tony 

Gargotta.  

 

DECEASED: Carolyn Gray, Lonnie Silver, Dr. 

Angelo DiPiazza and Margaret Gasbarro.   

           

Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may  

perpetual light shine upon them. May their souls and 

all the souls of our dearly departed rest in peace.  

 

Brothers, please plan on attending our officer’s 

meeting on June 13, 2022, and our general council 

meeting on June 27, 2022, in Biedenbach Hall at 7:00 

pm.  Brothers, keep safe and keep praying! Wishing 

all our brothers and their families a very Flag Day!   

  

Vivat, Jesus – Paul 

mailto:edwardmcdermott70@gmail.com
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